
                   
 

LGA Young Councillors Weekender Event 
Scarman House, Warwick Conference Centre, Coventry CV4 7SH 

Saturday, 18th November – Sunday, 19th November 2017 
 

This event is a must for young councillors, aged 40 and under, who are 
interested in building their knowledge, skills and councillor network. 

 

Now in its ninth year, the Weekender is designed to provide learning and development 

around some of the key issues and challenges for all young councillors, and a unique 

opportunity to meet and network with colleagues from across the political spectrum.   

 

Over 40 councillors attended last year  
An opportunity to meet/socialise and problem-solve with other young 

councillors 
 

This year’s programme will include plenary sessions lead by experts in the field of 

leadership and leading member peers covering personal development and some of 

the key current issues and challenges for all councillors.  Some of the workshops 

choices will be: 

 

 Is Perception more powerful than reality - Looking at recent political events to 

explore the perceptions and the facts, how perceptions can quickly change and what 

you can do to influence them. Be prepared to be challenged, answer fact or fiction 

questions and do some drawing! 

 Finding your political voice - This highly-interactive two-hour session, will cover: the 

main attributes of powerful speakers, the key principles of high-impact presentations, 

discovering the powerful political speaker in you and, how to enthuse, inspire, 

persuade and motivate people. 

 Personal Resilience – Stress & Time Management - Explore the issues behind the 
personal pressures you may feel as a councillor. It will help you to recognise the signs 
of stress and find ways of developing strategies to deal with it, as well as building up 
your personal resilience. This will include guidance on managing your time and 
paperwork. 

 Keep your friends close – and the Enemy Closer!  Navigating Political Group 
Dynamics - Any successful leading local politician has to have political nous and be 
skilled in navigating and influencing their group.  This session is focussed on 
securing and improving your position within your own party group 

 Local Government Finance – A chance to demystify local government finance so that 

you can more effectively engage with your council’s financial affairs. The seminar will 

consider how the council receives its funding and how it plans and controls its spending 

plans 

 Question Time: ‘Hot Topics’ – A chance for you to pose questions, problems and 

burning issues and put them to a panel of experienced councillors to hear how they 

might tackle them and also learn from fellow delegates who might have been in the 

same situation 

 



                   
 

There will be a session titled ‘Councillors: Governing the Community’ led by Professor 
Colin Copus, Director of the Local Governance Research Unit and a former councillor 
and is an academic expert on the role of the councillor. He has worked extensively 
with councillors on developing solutions to political problems and has advised 
parliamentary select committees and ministers on local government policy. 
 
You will also have the chance hear from a couple of great motivational guest speakers, 
Judi James and Nigel Redman. Judi is one of the UK's leading body language experts 
with a high TV and radio profile, including regular slots on Sky TV news analysing the 
body language of leading politicians.  Nigel is an experienced presenter and keynote 
speaker, and has worked as a coach and mentor to coaches and leaders of Winter 
Olympic and Summer Olympic sports, Premier League Football, rugby union and in 
business. 

The event starts on Saturday morning at 9.30am and finishes early afternoon at 

3.30pm on Sunday. We are keen to ensure as many young councillors as possible 

can benefit from this opportunity, so we have held the cost of attending at just £150 

per person.  This covers the cost of accommodation, meals, tuition and materials for 

the 2 days. There is an additional charge of £50 for those of you who wish to join us 

for dinner and stay overnight at the venue on Friday 17th November. 

Some quotes from past attendees 

“The 2-day event was excellent with high quality speakers and provided some real 
insight into the challenges of being a councillor.  It was really good in enhancing my 

skills and helping me progress” 
 

“The LGA Young Councillor’s Event is a combination of fresh thinking and innovation 
ready to engage younger talent into playing a part in the world of local leadership” 

 
“Made me think outside the box; built confidence and develop clear vision to the role 

of the councillor” 
 

“The sharing of knowledge & experiences of other delegates. It was a good 
networking opportunity.” 

 
 


